P ractice audits provide insight into quality of clinical care and may drive improvement (1). Increasingly, such practice audits are driven not only by individual physicians but by peer groups and national specialist societies. In gastroenterology and hepatology, several areas of procedural practice provide excellent opportunities for peer-comparator practice audit such as colonoscopy, gastrointestinal bleeding, endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography, endoscopic ultrasound fine-needle aspiration, liver biopsy and detection of Barrett's esophagus. In addition, nonprocedural practice in gastroenterology such as inflammatory bowel disease and management of chronic diarrhea, dysphagia, viral hepatitis and dyspepsia offer some of the areas of practice that will benefit from peer-comparator practice audits. Increasingly, both personal benchmarking and unit-based benchmarking are becoming equally important to ensuring delivery of high-quality care. This will strive to avoid unwarranted variation in practice through insight, education and training.
The Canadian Journal of Gastroenterology is striving to focus on quality assurance and safety as key areas of research and audit. These are also important national roles for the CAG and the Canadian Association for the Study of the Liver. The structural requirements necessary for quality improvement are best underpinned by national specialist organizations ( Figure 1 ). The public requires continuous demonstration of development, maintenance and measurement of professional competencies by gastroenterologists in an ongoing, structured manner. Increasingly, the government, as payer, will demand evidence of high-quality practice before investing their resources in health care. The Journal has already published several articles on colonoscopy training and quality improvement. Quality assurance in colonoscopy is serving as a model for developing quality assurance programs more widely in gastroenterology and hepatology. Medical quality assurance will be an area of research and development that will characterize the Journal and provide it with a distinctive feature. The appointment of a specialist editor in quality assurance indicates the commitment of the Journal to publishing high-quality articles in this area as a pivotal theme. editorial
